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Fire Adapted.
Its not a choice,

it’s a necessity. 



It’s an evolution.

It’s a process and 
a long-term goal.

It’s recognition of the need to 
re-evaluate our relationship with fire.



FAC – Shifting Paradigms



Fire adapted communities are groups of professionals, 
citizens, and agency staff working together to:

• Take collaborative action to protect their community before, during 
and after wildfires;

• Assess their community’s situation regularly and adjust their actions 
accordingly. Adapting to the role of fire in the landscape requires 
cultural change and is a long-term undertaking, and it is different for 
every community; Involve multiple scales of collaboration and 
partnership;

• Become part of a growing, global movement aimed at helping 
communities become more resilient to (able to bounce back from) 
disasters of any type.

Definition: Fire Adapted Community
ˈfī(-ə)r \ ə-ˈdapt, a-\ kə-ˈmyü-nə-tē
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Simply Put:

A Fire Adapted Community is one which 
accepts the risk of wildfire and works 
towards being more  resilient when a 

wildfire occurs.



Who makes a Fire Adapted Community?



Ingredients of a Fire Adapted Community



Ingredients of a Fire Adapted Community
Community Engagement



Ingredients of a Fire Adapted Community
Stakeholder Collaboration



Ingredients of a Fire Adapted Community
Shared Responsibility



Ingredients of a Fire Adapted Community
Strategies that work at different scales



Ingredients of a Fire Adapted Community
Continual Adaptation



Strategies and Approaches
Prevention



Strategies and Approaches
Fuel Management



Strategies and Approaches
Community Wildfire Protection Planning



Strategies and Approaches
Codes and Ordinances



Strategies and Approaches
Existing Programs



Outcomes

• Infrastructure prepared for wildfire
• Natural areas prepared for wildfire
• Fire increasingly able to play its natural role
• Reduced severity and post fire impacts
• Healthy Economies and Ecosystems
• Safe and effective wildland fire response
• Stronger social networks



Individuals and organizations across the U.S. 
that have committed to implementing, 

assessing and sharing the work that they are 
doing to increase their communities’ resilience 

to wildfire.

www.fireadaptednetwork.org





Thank You!

Learn more about fire adapted community concepts 
www.fireadapted.org

Connect with people and communities working to 
become fire adapted  www.fireadaptednetwork.org

Learn about Firewise www.firewise.org

Enroll in Ready, Set Go!  www.wildlandfirersg.org

Learn more about programs in AZ www.azsf.az.gov

http://www.fireadapted.org/
http://www.fireadaptednetwork.org/
http://www.firewise.org/
http://www.wildlandfirersg.org/
http://www.azsf.az.gov/
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