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Applicant Information 

Applicant: Town of Superior 

Contact Person: Anthony Huerta, Project Manager 

Address: PO Box 218    199 N. Lobb Ave 

City/Zip Code: Superior/  85173 

Phone (Work/Cell): 520-689-5752 

Email: manager@superior-arizona.com 

Fax: 520-689-5822 
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Project Information 
Name of Project: A Superior Weed Control Program 

Community Name: Town of Superior 

County: Pinal Congressional District: 112 

Latitude (decimal degrees): 33.294207 Longitude (decimal degrees): -111.095483 
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Grant Contributors (Matching Share) 
(Federal dollars DO NOT qualify) 

Please specify each match contributor and the dollar amount of each contribution. 

Please DO NOT show grant requested funds in this table.  This is for matching share only. 

 
Contributors: 

(Please specify) 

Arizona 

Dept of 
Corrections 

Town of 

Superior 

Friends of 

the Tonto 
Nat. For. 

                  TOTAL 

Dollars (Hard Match): $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $   0 

In-Kind (Soft Match): $5,628 $14,300 $200 $0 $0 $0 $20,128 

TOTAL: $5,628 $14,300 $ 200 $   0 $   0 $   0 $20,128 
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Total Project Expense (break down matching share totals from block three) 
 Grant Share 

($ Amount 

Requested) 

Match (from block three) TOTAL 

  Dollars In-Kind  

Personnel / Labor: $10,500 $0 $12,000 $22,500 

Operating / Supplies: $4,520 $0 $0 $4,520 

Travel: $0 $0 $0 $   0 

Contractual Services: $4,980 $0 $5,628 $10,608 

Equipment: $0 $0 $1,500 $1,500 

Indirect Costs: $0 $0 $1,000 $1,000 

TOTAL: $20,000 $   0 $20,128 $40,128 

 

F O R   O F F I C I A L   U S E   O N L Y     

Dollar Amount Requested: $20,000 

Matching Share: $20,128 

Percent (%) Matching 50%%  
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Project Summary  (check all that apply and answer related questions in appropriate box) 

Is this a new project?    Yes       No 

What is the duration of this project? (24 month maximum)   12 months 

Number of acres to be treated: 49 Estimated cost per acre: $740** 

Are the acres to be treated contiguous (adjacent to each other)?   Yes      No 

If no, please describe their layout in block six (6). 

Does this project have a current invasive/noxious plant management plan?  Yes      No 

If yes, please attach the plan to this application. 

Is this project managed by a professional land manager?   Yes      No 

Please provide qualifications in block six (6). 

Number of communities directly affected by this project: 1 

Number of citizens to be reached: 2,800 

Number of residences affected: 1,116 
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Project Area Description 
All information for the project should fit into the allotted character space provided below.   

Addendum may be submitted if more space is needed. 

Provide an overview of the project and the project area.   2500 characters 

The project area is the entire Town of Superior, in Pinal County.  The project consists of two components:  invasive plant 

management and education of town residents so that they participate in invasive plant control on their own property.  

Acreage given for this project (49 acres) is only the acres that will be treated by the town's public works crew and Arizona 

Dept of Corrections workers:  a corridor along approximately 4 miles of town streets and highways; the cemetery; and the 

undeveloped field adjacent to the school.  Probably many more acres will be treated by residents but this acreage is not 

easy to estimate. For this reason, the estimate of cost per acre appears high.  As residents control weeds on their properties, 

it will be possible to estimate acreage of this part of the project. 

 

Part 1, Invasive Plant control by the Town:  First, the Town's Public Works Supervisor will train and test to become a 

certified herbicide applicator.  He and his crews (3 regular Public Works employees and 8 Dept of Corrections workers) 

will use the spray trailer purchased with another recent grant to control weeds along ADOT highways and streets, roads, 

school property, and the town cemetery.  They will also do mechanical and manual treatment of weeds along streets and 

highways.  

 

Part 2, Education:  A flyer will be created by a volunteer (the retired Noxious Weed Program Manager for the Tonto NF) 

with a group who does projects on the Tonto National Forest, the Tonto National Forest Friends.  This flyer will be mailed 

out with water bills to all residents.  Residents may pick up heavy-duty bags and bag weeds on their property.  (Bags were 

obtained with a previous grant.)  The Town will do special bulk trash pickups for these bags.  This was done last year and 

was very popular. 

 

The Public Works Supervisor will work with the Tonto's retired Noxious Weed Program Manager to create information to 

give out at the Prickly Pear Festival in August 2015.  This is a popular annual event in town.          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Briefly describe the qualifications of the person(s) managing this project.  500 characters 

Anthony Huerta was previously certified as an herbicide applicator, in another state.  He has been the Public Works 

Supervisor in Superior for one year.  He has 8 years of experience working for landscaping companies.  He has the skills 

to identify these invasive plants, and is familiar with their locations throughout town.   

 

 

 



Page 3 of 4 

          

 

 

 

 

7 
 

 

Project Goals and Objectives 
All information for the project should fit into the allotted character space provided below.   

Addendum may be submitted if more space is needed. 

Provide a brief description of how this project meets the grant objectives and goals.   1500 

characters 
All 4 weeds targeted by this project are threats to ecosystems on the surrounding Tonto National Forest.  They are all on 

the Forest's and Forest Service SW Region's noxious weed lists.   Buffelgrass and fountain grass especially are 

ecosystem-modifying invasive plants, as they both are know to carry extremely hot wildfires.  They mine soil water, 

effectively causing a more intense drought for native vegetation.  These plants are also present on Forest Service lands, 

where there is a program to control them.  A weed control program for this town will prevent their spread from private 

and municipal lands to the National Forest.  It is difficult for the Forest to control them if there is a seed source on 

private lands surrounded by Forest.   

 

There is no Weed Management Area in this part of Arizona, but the Southern Arizona Buffelgrass Coordination Center 

is supportive of the project.  An important part of this project is to educate the residents of Superior and request their 

active participation in managing invasive plant infestations on private property. 

 

The major tools of integrated vegetation management being used are manual, mechanical and herbicidal control.  Most 

residents will use manual or mechanical control methods to pull and bag their weeds.  The Town will be using these 

methods with the Dept. of Corrections crew, and will also be using herbicides along roads, streets and highways and on 

the schoolyard property.  
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Scope of Work / Project Timeline 
All information for the project should fit into the allotted character space provided below.   

Addendum may be submitted if more space is needed. 

Provide a brief scope of work which clearly describes how grant funds will be spent: Types of 

treatments proposed, invasive/noxious plant of concern and any information and education 

activities. (This should be more specific than the project description)  1500 characters 

For the Town to have its own Invasive Plant Control Program, it is necessary to certify the Public Works Supervisor as 

an herbicide applicator.  We are requesting funds to purchase the book, a one-day class to update him on herbicide use 

and requirements, and $50 for his certificate. 

Funds are requested to pay 21 days of the regular Public Works crew time and also 60 days of  Dept of Corrections crew 

time spent controlling 4 main invasive plants:  Malta starthistle, Saharan mustard, buffelgrass and fountain grass.  

Herbicides will be purchased and applied with existing equipment. 

Heavy-duty bags already on hand will be given to residents to bag their weeds.  Some funds are requested to cover 

contracted bulk trash pickup 12 times per year.   

A flyer will be created, describing the 4 target weeds, explaining the importance of controlling them, and how residents 

can manage these weeds on their property.  This will be mailed out with a regular water bill to all 1116 residences.  We 

are asking for funds to make copies of this flyer and pay postage to mail it.  We will use the Tonto NF's retired Noxious 

Weed Program Manager to develop the flyer. 

Another educational opportunity will be used at the Town's Prickly Pear Festival.  We will provide educational materials 

about the 4 target weeds for Superior residents and also any people who are in town that weekend and attend the 

festival.    For this event, we are requesting only some funds to make copies of materials to disperse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provide a timeline for the project.  1000 characters 

Fall 2014:  Purchase books to study for Public Works Supervisor to study for herbicide certification;  take class and 

obtain OPM certification.  Apply herbicide to buffelgrass and fountain grass along State Route 177 and US 60, and 

roads and streets through town.   

Winter 2014-2015:  Apply pre-emerge herbicide to cemetery to prevent germination of Saharan mustard and Malta 

starthistle. 

Early Spring 2015:  Create and mail out flyer to all residents, educating them about invasive plants  Re-initiate the bag-

your-own weeds program. 

Spring 2015:  Apply herbicide to Malta starthistle on school property and other sites in town.  Do bulk trash collection 

for bags of weeds pulled by homeowners. 

Summer 2015:  Prickly Pear Festival in Superior informational booth, spray perennial grasses again. 
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Collaborative Elements and Partners 
All information for the project should fit into the allotted character space provided below.   

Addendum may be submitted if more space is needed. 

Specify the CWMA, private, local, tribal, county, state, federal, and non-governmental 501(c) 3 

organizations that will contribute to or participate in the completion of this project.  Describe 

briefly the contributions each partner will make (i.e. – donating time/equipment, funding, etc.).  
2000 characters 

The Town of Superior has participated previously in invasive plant grants, partnering with the Tonto National Forest.  

With the most recent grant, a heavy-duty 500-gallon herbicide spray trailer was purchased.  It is located at the Globe 

Ranger Station, for ease of access by both the Forest Service and the Town of Superior. The Town has a fairly new weed 

management program and has contracted herbicide application to date.  With this project the Public Works Supervisor will 

obtain his own herbicide certification and use the spray trailer that was purchased with the previous grant.  He has a 

regular crew of 3 who work an estimated 45 days a year controlling invasive plants.  The Town also contracts with an 8-

person crew from the Arizona Dept. of Corrections in Globe.  A new Tonto National Forest Friends group will provide 

expertise to create a new flyer to mail out to residents, educating them about invasive plants they may have on their 

property, and invasive plant informational materials to hand out at the Prickly Pear Festival.    
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Project Longevity / Maintenance 
All information for the project should fit into the allotted character space provided below.   

Addendum may be submitted if more space is needed. 

Clearly demonstrate how this project will remain effective over time.  2000 characters 
With this grant, the town will become more self-reliant, with their own certified herbicide applicator.  This will make it 

more cost-effective for them to treat their weeds than hiring a private contractor.  The previous grant the Town used for 

weed control work raised awareness of the mayor and town council of the issue of invasive plants and why their 

management is of importance to the town and also the surrounding national forest.  This grant will continue to promote a 

high level of interest and concern. 

 

This grant is not only about the Town controlling invasive plants that are spreading to the Tonto National Forest, but also 

about educating residents of Superior about 4 invasive plants that grow in the area.  They were sent an educational flyer 

with the previous grant.  This grant will provide funding for a follow-up flyer to be mailed out, reminding them of the need 

to be persistent in their efforts to control weeds on their lands, and helping them with weed identification.  Bags and bulk 

pickup will be provided to them, to make it easy to control weeds on their own property.   

 

A booth and information about the grant and Superior's invasive plant control program will provide attendees of the annual 

Prickly Pear Festival in Superior  with the information they need to understand the issues with these 4 species and how to 

control them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


